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Topics

 Broadband Landscape
 Availability of Carrier Data
 Pricing Data and Speed Data
 Carrier Data Veri!cation
 Community Anchor Institutions
 Data Collection Caveats
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Pre ARRA Broadband Data
Landscape

 FCC Form 477 refusal to publically
release broadband data

 NATOA as early advocate of
collecting broadband data and
supporter of BroadbandCensus.com's
original "crowdsourced" data
collection

 NATOA members were on the
ground broadband advocates, or
what we at PCI call eTeams
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ARRA Broadband Data
Landscape

 American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act and State Broadband Initiative
dramatically changed broadband
landscape

 February 17, 2011, National Broadband
Map introduces broadband at census
block level

 “For the !rst time, I not only have a
baseline, but I also have the opportunity
to engage and provide feedback about
the data.” ~Anne Neville
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Carrier Data

 Publishing carrier data at
the census block level is
the key to identifying
areas where demand
should be aggregated
and created.

 Carrier data is the key to
extending the broadband
supply and demand data
horizon.
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Issues with Speed and
Pricing Data

Speed Data
 Availability data changes twice a year, and

is already out of date when published
Price Data
 Need for easily accessible pricing data that

re"ects the challenges of the marketplace
 Prices change more frequently than service,

and vary depending on speed package,
making it hard to conduct an “apple-to-
apple” comparison
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PCI’s Data Veri!cation

Five levels of "checking/verifying" data:
1. by the carriers
2. by users
3. by trusted users
4. by third-party data sets of

availability or price
5. by survey research
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Data Veri!cation:  Carriers

Round 3 Round 4
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Data Veri!cation:  Users

PCI is preparing to
launch a widget to
allow for user level
verification.
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Data Veri!cation:
Trusted Users
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FCC Speed Test Data Gadberry Data

Data Veri!cation:
Third-Party Data Sets
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Data Veri!cation:
Survey Research

PCI Statewide Demand Survey
 Develop survey to identify current

broadband adoption trends,
applications, and barriers  for community
anchor institutions, businesses, and
residents

 Reference and organize data around
critical geographic units for analysis:

 Community College Districts
 K-12 School Districts
 Legislative Districts
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Community Anchor Institutions
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Caveats in the Data Collection

Continual Semi-
Annual Update
Process

Actual Versus
Advertised

Speeds

Public
Understanding &
Expectation of
Broadband
Capabilities
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Moving Forward

These and other efforts will yield a real-time
broadband warehouse that will enable
systematic tracking, measurement and
evaluation of broadband performance.

This in turn helps consumers, policy-makers,
researchers and economic development
officials make the case for how
Better Broadband leads to Better Lives.
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