About the DLT Program

About: DLT Grants are not just a way to obtain
educational technology. Focus is using capabilities
of telecommunications to connect rural areas to
each other and to the world, thus overcoming the
effects of remoteness and low population density.
Video conferencing is most common for K-12
education.

‘

Who: Legally organized as an incorporated
organization or partnership that delivers distance
learning to another organization that operates a

rural community facility.

Scoring Criteria: . S d e ereb
* Objective Criteria m -
o Rurality
o Economic Need
o Matching Funds
* Subjective Criteria
o Additional NSLP
o Needs and Benefits
o Innovativeness
o Cost Effectiveness

When: Applications are typically due in mid

North Central Illinois eTeam:

Heartland Community College partners with three rural schools to deliver a
curriculum that allows rural students to attain community college credits. The
community college serves as the project “hub” while the rural schools are included in
the statistical information for the objective criteria. A community action group
member of the eTeam partners to help write the grant application.

Resources:

Program Overview: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/utp_dlt.html

Successful in Minnesota: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/STELPRD4013447.html
Broadband Illinois: http://www.broadbandillinois.org/news/299
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Information Sessions

These sessions are intended
to outline the parameters of

the RFA and give prospective

applicants an opportunity to
ask questions.

Attendance is optional but

encouraged.

Chicago Session

Thursday, February 23, 2012
9:00 am—12:00 pm

Michael A. Bilandic Building
160 N. LaSalle Street

5th Floor Auditorium

(Room C500)
Chicago, IL

The information session is
free and open to the public.

Webinar Session

Friday, February 24, 2012
10:30 am—12:00 pm

For more details about how
to join the online webinar,

visit:

WWW.ILDCEO.NET/
DIGITALDIVIDE

Eliminate the Digital
Divide Grant Program

FY 2012 Grant Application Cycle

Background

The Digital Divide Grant
Program was established to
provide training & access to
computers and other
technologies to residents in low

income communities.

Through this program, the
lllinois Department of
Commerce & Economic
Opportunity awards grants to
plan, establish and expand
Community Technology Centers

(CTCs).

The focus of the program is to
support CTCs that provide
fundamental technology skills

training.

Eligible Applicants

The Department seeks
applications from CTCs serving
low-income communities.

CTGs include:

Public Hospitals

Libraries

Park Districts
Educational Institutions
Non-Profit Organizations

In addition to being an eligible
entity the CTC must provide
computer access and training to
the public for at least twelve
hours per week. Full eligibility
requirements and a copy of the
grant application are available at

the web address below.

Eligible Communities

Communities that are eligible
include:

= Communities with more
than 40% of the students
eligible for a free or
reduced price lunch under
the national school lunch

program.

Communities with more
than 30% of the students
that are eligible for free

lunch under the national

school lunch program.

Please see the grant application
(available for download at the
web address below) for
complete eligibility
requirements.

TO DOWNLOAD THE GRANT APPLICATION OR FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT

WWW.ILDCEO.NET/DIGITALDIVIDE

Inquiries regarding the Request for Application (RFA) should be directed to Joey Mak via email
Joey.Mak@illinois.gov or phone at 312-814-2384.

Applications must be submitted to DCEO by close of business on March 16, 2012. Respon-
dents must submit an original and three copies along with an electronic submission of the completed for-

mat to

lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
Eliminate the Digital Divide Grant Program
100 W. Randolph, Suite 3-400
Chicago, IL 60601
ceo.DigitalDivide@illinois.gov

Please note that the conditions for submittal of applications, including the deadline, may not be waived or extended
regardless of weather conditions or other circumstances that may delay your proposal. Allow sufficient time for deliv-
ery. Any application received after the deadline may be considered for review at the discretion of DCEO. In such

cases, DCEO will determine if there are funds available to make additional grant awards.




THE WHITE HOUSE

ConnectED: President Obama’s Plan for Connecting All Schools to the Digital Age

Driven by new digital technologies, the future of learning is increasingly interactive,
individualized, and full of real-world experiences and information. Unfortunately, the average
school has about the same connectivity as the average American home, but serves 200 times as
many users, and fewer than 20 percent of educators say their school’s internet connection meets
their teaching needs. And our teachers do not get enough training and support to integrate
technology in their classroom and lessons, despite the fundamental and increasing importance of
those skills.

Today, President Obama called on the Federal Communications Commission to take the steps
necessary to build high-speed digital connections to America’s schools and libraries, ensuring
that 99 percent of American students can benefit from these advances in teaching and learning.
He is further directing the federal government to make better use of existing funds to get this
technology into classrooms, and into the hands of teachers trained on its advantages. And he is
calling on businesses, states, districts, schools and communities to support this vision.

e Upgraded Connectivity: The ConnectED initiative will, within five years, connect 99
percent of America’s students to the digital age through next-generation broadband and
high-speed wireless in their schools and libraries.

e Trained Teachers: The ConnectED initiative invests in improving the skills of
teachers, ensuring that every educator in America receives support and training to use
technology to help improve student outcomes. The Department of Education will work
with states and school districts to better use existing funding through the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act to strategically invest in this kind of professional
development to help teachers keep pace with changing technological and professional
demands.

e Build on Private-Sector Innovation: These investments will allow our teachers and
students to take full advantage of feature-rich educational devices that are increasingly
price-competitive with basic textbooks and high-quality educational software (including
applications) providing content aligned with college- and career-ready standards being
adopted and implemented by States across America.




ConnectED will Jumpstart Learning Technology Across our Nation’s K-12 Schools

Our schools were designed for a different era — based on a limited school day and a seasonal
calendar. This system does not take into account the constant learning opportunities of global
connectivity, and does not prepare our students for a collaborative and networked economy.

We must make our schools an integral part of the broadband and technology transformation —
particularly when that same technology can be harnessed to drive empowered, more personalized
learning. From digital textbooks that help students visualize and interact with complex concepts,
to apps and platforms that adapt to the level of individual student knowledge and help teachers
know precisely which lessons or activities are working, this technology is real, it is available, and
its capacity to improve education is profound.

That is why the President is announcing ConnectED, a breakthrough initiative to jumpstart
learning technology across our nation’s K-12 schools. The initiative would foster a robust
ecosystem for digital learning:

CONNECTING AMERICA’S SCHOOLS

The ConnectED initiative would jump-start the effort to connect American students to today’s
modern broadband connections, and help them keep pace access across the country.

e Upgraded Connectivity: The ConnectED initiative will, within five years, connect 99
percent of America’s students, through next-generation broadband (at speeds no less than
100Mbps and with a target of 1Gbps) to, and high-speed wireless within, their schools
and libraries. The President is calling on the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) to modernize and leverage the existing E-Rate program, and leverage the expertise
of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to deliver
this connectivity to states, districts, and schools.

e Leveling the Playing Field for Rural Students: Rural communities will experience
some of the greatest benefits of new education technologies, as ConnectED will help
provide new learning opportunities to level the playing field for rural students. The
Universal Service Fund has been transformative in the past twenty years providing rural
communities with telephone services, and now broadband. The Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) has helped us connect under-served community anchor
institutions. ConnectED builds on those efforts, with greater returns for communities
finding it difficult to attract broadband investment.

IMPROVING TEACHING

ConnectED will provide educators with the infrastructure and tools to accelerate student
learning, regardless of subject area or age group.

e Trained Teachers: The ConnectED initiative invests in improving the skills of teachers,
ensuring that every educator in America receives support and training in using education



technology tools to improve student learning. Using existing federal funding through
Title 11 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Department of Education
will work with states and school districts to invest in this kind of professional
development to help teachers keep pace with changing technology. Additionally, federal
funds under Title V1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act may be used to
train educators to use the educational technology needed to implement new, computer-
based assessments of student learning.

New Resources for Teachers: ConnectED will lead to new resources for teachers from
any school, at any time, to open their classrooms to interactive demonstrations, lessons
from world-renowned experts, or the opportunity to build learning communities and to
collaborate with other educators across the country or world. New digital education tools
that allow for real-time assessments of student learning, provide more immediate
feedback to drive professional development, and enable the creation of interactive online
lessons can empower teachers to understand each student’s strengths and weaknesses and
design lessons and activities that better meet their needs. Our teachers are being asked to
do more than ever, and they need to be equipped with better tools to help them succeed.
With the right investments, technology can play a central role.

UNLEASHING PRIVATE-SECTOR INNOVATION

Educational devices supported by high-speed networks are the portal to the world of online
learning and interactive content, to personalized education software that adapts to students’
needs, and to breakthrough advances in assessing understanding and mastery.

Educational Devices for Students: Leading companies in technology are capable of
producing feature-rich educational devices that are price-competitive with basic
textbooks. Districts that choose to purchase devices can come together to purchase them
in volume to achieve greater cost savings— but purchasing choices remain in the hands
of local educational leaders.

Exposing Students to Global Opportunities with New Technology: With access to
high-speed broadband and digital technologies, students can have access to more rigorous
and engaging classes, new learning resources, rich visualizations of complex concepts,
and instruction in any foreign language. Without access to this technology, students
would continue to be constrained by the limits of resources at their specific schools —
limited by zip code when they could be exposed to global opportunities. With new
technology, students also have increased opportunities to work at their own speed and
receive additional one-on-one help they need to develop their knowledge and skills.

Support for Digital Educational Content: A robust market in educational software can
unlock the full educational potential of these investments and create American jobs and
export opportunities in a global education marketplace of over $1 trillion. Third-party
validators can help schools find educational software (including apps) that provide
content aligned with college- and career-ready standards being adopted and implemented
by States across America.



e Restoring U.S. Leadership in Vital Areas: For the better part of the 20" century the
United States led the world in educational achievement and attainment. Through the
federal E-Rate program, we pioneered connecting schools to the internet. But the United
States is now falling behind, squandering that early lead. Many of our leading
competitors are moving forward with aggressive investments in digital learning and
technology education. In South Korea, all schools are connected to the internet with
high-speed connections, all teachers are trained in digital learning, and printed textbooks
will be phased out by 2016. The durability of American competitiveness will be tied to
our ability to produce graduates with the skills the economy demands.

Mooresville School District
Mooresville, North Carolina

The Mooresville Graded School District distributes one device per student (grades 3-12) and
uses predominantly digital curriculum content. All teachers are trained on how to integrate
technology into their teaching. Since beginning the shift to greater use of technology, learning in
Mooresville has changed. As superintendent Mark Edwards has said, “This is not about the
technology. It’s not about the box. It’s about changing the culture of instruction — preparing
students for their future, not our past.”

In the classroom, students now collaborate in small groups rather than listening to lectures. They
are using individualized software that functions like a personal tutor, adapting to their pace of
learning. Teachers receive immediate feedback on students’ progress and can better direct their
lessons and their teaching to meet each student’s needs.

There has been strong evidence of success in Mooresville. The district’s graduation rate was 91
percent in 2011, up from 80 percent in 2008. On state tests in reading, math and science, an
average of 88 percent of students across grades and subjects met proficiency standards,
compared with 73 percent three years ago. Mooresville ranks 100th out of 115 districts in North
Carolina in terms of dollars spent per student, but it is now third in test scores and second in
graduation rates.
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